
Core Competencies 
of Dental Specialties
in the Ministry of Health 
Malaysia

Ministry of Health
Oral Health Programme

Oral Health Programme
Ministry of Health Malaysia



CONTENTS
Foreword 3

Introduction 5

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 10

Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine 16

Paediatric Dentistry 24

Forensic Dentistry 31

Special Care Dentistry 37

Orthodontics 48

Dental Public Health 54

Periodontics 65

Restorative Dentistry 75

Other Competencies                                                          82

Conclusions                                                                     86

Disclaimer: The photographs in this book have been consented for this publication purpose only and not to be used for other reasons without prior written permission from the 
patients/ caregivers and the authors of the book. The copyright owner of this publication is Oral Health Programme (OHP), Ministry of Health Malaysia. Content may be 
produced in any number of copies and in any format or medium provided that a copyright acknowledgement is included in, and the content is not changed, not sold, nor used 
to promote or endorse any product or service and not used inappropriately or misleading context.



Oral diseases have been recognized as a major global health burden by the United Nations
Assembly in 2011 and share common risk factors with other non-communicable diseases
(NCDs). In May 2021, the World Health Assembly adopted a Resolution on Oral Health
(WHA74.5) requesting oral health to be incorporated within the Non-Communicable Disease
and Universal Health Coverage (UHC) agendas. Malaysia as one of the state member is
committed to implement the Global Strategy on Oral Health and Global Oral Health Action
Plan with clear measurable target for better oral health by 2030 which is align with the
Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 2030 - Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages) and its target 3.8 on achieving Universal Health Coverage.

We need to use this global recognitions to advocate oral health agenda into various local
settings. As dental specialists, we have to work with various stakeholders from different
departments or agencies in public service, private sector, non-governmental organizations,
and community to international partners to put across our oral health agenda. Despite,
several efforts taking place, we need to be bolder in introducing our oral health agenda in
various health related agenda and build more partnership by working with other stakeholders.

This is crucial due to the fact that oral disease burden remains high and our service coverage
is still limited in Malaysia and globally. Therefore, we need to prioritize oral health via
specialized oral healthcare services scope, recognized core competencies, closely integrated
services and add value in offering a cohesive multidisciplinary approach from primary,
secondary to tertiary healthcare services.

Foreword from the Principal Director of Oral Health, 
Ministry of Health Malaysia
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For example, leaders should tackle NCDs by advocating prevention initiatives such as promoting routine tooth
brushing for warded patients, among other evidence-based oral health promotion efforts for better health outcomes.

Achieving the highest attainable standard of oral health is a fundamental right of every human being. To achieve
UHC, individuals and communities should be given access to quality health services that respond to their needs
without suffering financial hardship (i.e. people with low income such as the B40 group). These services include oral
health promotion and prevention, treatment and rehabilitation interventions related to oral diseases and conditions
across their life course. In addition, upstream interventions such as working with the State Director of Health,
Hospital Directors, District Health Officers, Head of Department of other public or private sectors and head of
industry players are encouraged to strengthen prevention of oral diseases and reduce oral health inequalities.

Dental specialists are urged to strengthen our leadership capacity by providing people-centered oral healthcare
services which consciously seeks and engages the perspectives of individuals, families and communities, including
people affected by poor oral health. Through this process, people develop the opportunity, skills and resources to
be articulated, engaged and empowered users and stakeholders of oral health services.

Foreword from the Principal Director of Oral Health, Ministry of
Health Malaysia
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INTRODUCTION
▪ Oral healthcare services in Malaysia was started in 1899, the first dental clinic was opened in

Penang. Following that, the first “Ordinan Pendaftaran Doktor Gigi” in straits settlements was

gazetted in 1924 and subsequently the first government dental clinic was established in 1929

in Pudu, Kuala Lumpur to provide oral health care services to the local community.

▪ The development of oral health care services then expanded with the formation of dental

specialties by sending of dental officers abroad in the field of Oral Surgery, Orthodontics And

Dental Public Health. Along with that, Specialist Dental Services were started in 1950 with the

establishment of Oral Surgery Centers in Johor Bahru and Penang.

▪ To date, there are nine (9) areas of dental specialties recognized in the Ministry of Health,

Malaysia (Figure 1). The specialist oral health care services in the Ministry of Health (MoH) is

categorized into two (2) main divisions, namely Hospital Based and Non-Hospital Based.

5
The Core Competencies of Dental Specialties in the Ministry of Health Malaysia



Figure 1: Chronology of Dental Specialist Services Establishment in Malaysia
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• Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS)
• Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine (OPOM)
• Paediatric Dentistry (PDEN)
• Special Care Dentistry (SCD)
• Forensic Dentistry (FOD)

Hospital Based (HB) Dental Specialties

• Orthodontics 
• Dental Public Health (DPH)
• Periodontics
• Restorative Dentistry (RESD)

Non-Hospital Based (NHB) Dental Specialties 

▪ As the category of specialties imply, the Hospital Based Specialties are located at the

hospital / institution while the Non-Hospital Based specialties are located at the non-

hospital settings such as the dental specialist clinic, dental specialist center and

health clinic.
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▪ Each specialty is unique based on its’ core competencies. Core competencies are the

essential knowledge, skills and attitude necessary for the practice of a dental specialty.

▪ Competency means being able to function in context, and the term is often used to

describe the skill, understanding, and professional value of the beginning practitioner.

The list of competencies refers to a "minimum level" rather than a "maximum level", of

knowledge, skills, and values needed for an entry level specialist to practise as a dental

specialist.

▪ ‘Core competencies’ are defined as the collective learning of an organization, especially

on how to coordinate diverse production skills and integrate multiple streams of

technologies. It is also about the organization of work and the delivery of value. Core

competence is related to communication, involvement and a deep commitment to working

across organizational boundaries. It involves many levels of people and functions.1

1 C.K. Prahalad and Gary Hamel (1990) The Core Competence of the Corporation
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ORAL AND 
MAXILLOFACIAL 

SURGERY
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▪ Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS) is one of the dental specialty fields in

Malaysia. In the Ministry of Health Malaysia, these specialists are gazetted as Oral

and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

▪ OMFS is a regional specialty dealing with the oral and maxillofacial complex and its

relating structures.

▪ The specialty deals with the diagnosis, surgical and adjunctive (including

rehabilitative) treatment of diseases, injuries and defects involving both the

functional and aesthetic aspect of bone and soft tissues in the oral and maxillofacial

region.

11

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS)
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1. Surgical and non-surgical 
management of 
maxillofacial trauma 

2. Surgical and non-surgical
management of oral and
maxillofacial infections

3. Dentoalveolar surgery

4. Pre-prosthetic surgery

5. Oral and maxillofacial
rehabilitation involving
implants and/or prostheses

6. Surgical or non-surgical
management of the
temporomandibular joint
diseases

7. Oncology

8. Regional reconstructive
surgery, hard and soft
tissues grafts, mobilization
of composite flaps using
microsurgical techniques

9. Orthognathic surgery

10. Surgical treatment of
congenital abnormalities
including clefts of the lip
and palate

11. Clinical oral pathology and
oral medicine management

12. Supportive care and the
management of pain and
dental anxiety

12

Scope of OMFS
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Core Clinical 
Competencies of OMFS

1. Surgical and non-surgical 
management of oral and 
maxillofacial infections

2. Surgical and non-surgical 
management of maxillofacial 
trauma 

3. Dentoalveolar surgery 

4. Pre-prosthetic surgery 

5. Oral and maxillofacial 
implantology and maxillofacial 
prosthetics

6. Diagnosis and management 
(surgical and non-surgical) of 
temporomandibular joint (TMJ) 
disorders including reduction of 
TMJ dislocation 

7. Management of salivary gland 
diseases and other oral and 
maxillofacial pathology

8. Diagnosis and management of 
oral cancer including                    
pre-operative management, 
multidisciplinary oncological 
treatment, cancer surveillance 
and post head and neck 
radiotherapy dental 
management

9. Surgical management of benign 
tumors of the oral and 
maxillofacial region

10. Cleft lip and palate repair, and 
alveolar cleft bone grafting
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Core Clinical 
Competencies of OMFS

11. Maxillofacial defect 
reconstructive surgery and 
harvesting of hard and soft 
tissue grafts and local and 
regional flaps 

12. Orthognathic surgery and 
maxillofacial distraction 
osteogenesis

13. Management of oral and 
maxillofacial diseases in 
medically compromised 
patients including patients 
undergoing chemotherapy or 
on medications related to 
osteonecrosis of jaw.

14. Clinical management oral 
potentially malignant disorders 
and oral manifestations of 
systemic diseases.

15. Management of orofacial pain

16. Orofacial aesthetic procedures

17. Management of Obstructive 
Sleep Apnea (OSA)
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PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Maxillofacial Oncology &  Reconstruction Surgery 12

Advance Dentofacial Deformity Surgery 12

Craniofacial & Advance Bone Trauma Surgery 12

Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for OMFS
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ORAL PATHOLOGY 
AND 

ORAL MEDICINE
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▪ Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine (OPOM) is a dental specialty that
deals with clinical and histological diagnosis and management of
diseases in the oral and maxillofacial region. This branch of dentistry
comprises of two (2) components, Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine.

▪ Oral Pathology is a branch of histopathology that deals with
microscopic examination of tissues from the oral and maxillofacial region
for the purpose of diagnosis, monitoring the progress of disease,
determination of prognosis and treatment planning. Oral pathologists are
required to produce histopathology reports on tissue biopsies of varying
types as well as surgical resection specimens.

▪ Oral Medicine deals with non-surgical management of patients with oral
and maxillofacial diseases, orofacial pain, oral manifestation of systemic
conditions and oral health care of medically compromised patients. The
conditions include oral mucosal diseases, salivary gland disorders, oral
potentially malignant disorders, TMJ disorders, orofacial pain and
orofacial infectious diseases. Oral Medicine also deals with optimizing
oral health before, during and after radiotherapy and/or chemotherapy
for patients with head and neck cancer.

Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine (OPOM)
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Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine (cont.) 

▪ The OPOM Specialist in the Ministry of Health Malaysia is an

individual with basic qualification in dentistry and post-graduate

education as well as training in both oral medicine and oral

pathology. They are stationed at hospitals with histopathology

laboratory facility and work closely with other specialties for

multidisciplinary oral medicine patient management.

▪ Currently the Histopathology Section (Stomatology Unit) at Institute

for Medical Research (IMR) is the sole Oral Pathology laboratory in

the Ministry of Health Malaysia and serves as the main referral and

research center for diseases pertaining to the oral and maxillofacial

region.
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Diagnosis and treatment planning

Management of oral medicine cases

Preventive and rehabilitative techniques

Behavior management and counselling

Multidisciplinary management of oral diseases or pathologies with 
other dental and medical specialties

Diagnostic oral and maxillofacial histopathology services

Provision of visiting specialist services

Scope of OPOM
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1. CLINICAL

a) Diagnosis and treatment planning

i. Management of orofacial pain inclusive of neuralgia, dysaesthesia, paraesthesia,

facial palsy, atypical facial pain, TMJ disorders and myofacial pain

ii. Management of orofacial infections inclusive of viral, fungal and bacterial infections

iii. Management of complex ulcerative conditions inclusive of severe recurrent

apthous stomatitis and recalcitrant ulcers secondary to physical or chemical injuries.

iv. Management of oral potentially malignant disorders

v. Management of oral manifestations of autoimmune, immunologically mediated and

mucocutaneous diseases inclusive of pemphigus vulgaris, mucous membrane

pemphigoid, erythema multiforme, Steven-Johnson syndrome, systemic lupus

erythematosus and lichen planus

vi. Management of oral manifestations of other systemic diseases such as haematological

disorders, renal diseases, hepatology, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection

and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)

vi. Management of salivary gland dysfunction such as xerostomia, Sjogren’s syndrome

Core Clinical Competencies of OPOM
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1. CLINICAL (cont.)

a) Diagnosis and treatment planning (cont.)

ix. Management of oral complications from radiotherapy and chemotherapy
inclusive of mucositis, xerostomia, lichenoid mucositis and trismus due
to fibrosis secondary to radiotherapy

x. Multidisciplinary management of oral diseases in warded and medically
compromised patients

xi. Multidisciplinary management of oral cancer patients together with Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons and other disciplines

xii. Provision of oral splints

b) Investigations and Interpretations

i. Radiography, blood chemistry and serology
ii. Oral smears and biopsies

c) Behavior management towards oral care and counselling
Preventive and rehabilitative techniques

Core Clinical Competencies of OPOM (cont.)
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Core Clinical Competencies of OPOM (cont.)

2. HISTOPATHOLOGY LABORATORY

a) Handling of oral and maxillofacial pathology specimens

b) Macroscopic examination and grossing of specimens

c) Microscopic examination and interpretation of hematoxylin and eosin-stained

slides

d) Able to request appropriate and interpret immunohistochemical and special

stains

e) Microscopic examination and interpretation of direct immunofluorescence and

smears.

f) Able to conduct audit and quality assurance activities
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PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Frozen section interpretation Three (3)

Cytopathology interpretation 12

Procedure for Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology 
(FNAC)

Three (3)

Cryotherapy for oral lesions One (1)

Specialized injections in the orofacial region and 
TMJ

Six (6)

Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for OPOM
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PAEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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Paediatric Dentistry

▪ Paediatric Dentistry (PDEN) is a HB dental specialty that is

concerned with the overall management of the oral healthcare for

infants, children and adolescent below the age of 16, including

those with special care needs.

▪ The specialty involves early diagnosis and provision of specialized

care for complex oral diseases and conditions, including caries,

periodontal diseases, disturbances in tooth development and tooth

eruption, orofacial infections, oral pathology, oral hard tissue and

soft tissue anomalies, and traumatic injuries in children.
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1. Diagnosis and treatment planning

2. Behavioral management techniques

3. Clinical prevention of dental disease

4. Restorative dentistry in the primary and 
permanent dentitions

5. Comprehensive dental care of children 
with special needs, anxiety or behavioral 
problem

6. Multi-disciplinary management of oral 
diseases in medically compromised 
children

7. Comprehensive dental treatment under 
general anesthesia

8. Endodontic for deciduous and young 
permanent dentitions

9. Management of dental and orofacial trauma

10. Management of orofacial infections

11. Management of paediatric oral pathology and 
oral medicine

12. Paediatric oral surgery

13. Craniofacial anomalies

14. Guidance of developing dentition

15. Provision of dental and oral prosthesis

Scope of Paediatric Dentistry (PDEN)
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Core Clinical Competencies of PDEN
1. Diagnosis and treatment planning

2. Behavioral management techniques

a) Non-pharmacological
b) Pharmacological 

∙ Use of oral or nasal sedation for treatment
∙ Use of inhalational sedation for treatment
∙ Use of general anesthesia for treatment

3. Clinical prevention of dental disease

a) Caries risk assessment method
b) Clinical prevention techniques

4. Restorative dentistry in the primary and permanent dentitions

Advanced restorative care in the primary and permanent dentitions

5. Comprehensive dental care of children with special needs, anxiety and behavioral problems

a) Physical and intellectual disability
b) Pre-cooperative children

6. Endodontic for deciduous and young permanent dentition 

Regenerative endodontic
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Core Clinical Competencies of PDEN (cont.)

28

7. Multi-disciplinary management of oral diseases in medically 
compromised children, for example those with:

a) Blood dyscrasias
b) Cardiac diseases
c) Renal diseases
d) Oncology
e) Hepatology
f) Transplant

8. Comprehensive dental treatment under general anesthesia

9. Management of dental and orofacial trauma

a) Soft tissue injuries
b) Dental injuries
c) Dentoalveolar and non-complicating jaw fractures
d) Perioral self-inflicted injuries

10.Management of orofacial infections

11.Provision of dental and oral prosthesis including:

a) Feeding plate
b) Habit breaking appliances

The Core Competencies of Dental Specialties in the 
Ministry of Health Malaysia



Core Clinical Competencies of PDEN (cont.)

12.Management of paediatric oral pathology and oral medicine

a) Soft tissue lesion
b) Hard tissue lesion
c) Oral manifestation of systemic disease
d) TMJ disorder
e) Neurological disorder
f) Salivary gland disorder

13.Paediatric oral surgery

a) Biopsy techniques
b) Soft tissue surgery
c) Dentoalveolar surgery
d) Hard tissue surgery

14.Craniofacial anomalies

a) Involvement in multidisciplinary care of children with craniofacial anomalies

15.Guidance of developing dentition

a) Dental developmental defects/ disorder and anomalies 
b) Interceptive orthodontics
c) Space maintenance
d) Orthodontic collaboration
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training of PDEN
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PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Pre-surgical management of neonate with cleft lip and 
palate

Three (3)

Provision of maxillofacial  prosthesis

• Eye prosthesis
• Ear splint

Three (3)
(Manage sufficient numbers of cases)

Open reduction and fixation of jaw fractures
Six (6)

(Manage sufficient numbers of cases)
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FORENSIC DENTISTRY
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Forensic Dentistry
▪ Forensic Dentistry is the dental specialty

dealing with the proper handling and

examination of dental evidence, and the

proper evaluation and presentations of

dental findings in the interests of justice.

▪ This specialty covers a wide range of

cases, from human being to animals and

inanimate objects, which could be dental-

related in nature. These subjects could

be dead or still alive, and the examination

procedure during the investigation could

happen in any place, any time and in any

circumstances. The referrals could come

from medical and dental fraternity and

other government agencies.

32

▪ Since all cases are done in view of

application to the justice system, the

examination and collection of evidence

must be conducted according to strict

protocol so as not to lose valuable data

or subject evidence to contamination.

▪ The Forensic Odontologist is trained in

handling and preservation of evidence in

order not to jeopardize legal cases which

may result in the wrong verdict. Forensic

odontology cases need to be investigated

thoroughly with in-depth knowledge of

the type of case utilizing the most current

and latest techniques and methods in

investigations.
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1. Identification of unknown person, either single or multiple bodies

2. Post-mortem dental profiling of dead bodies

3. Age assessment and estimation for living individual through the teeth

4. Management of bite mark injury, including comparison with the suspect(s) of the case, if any

5. Management of One Stop Crisis Centre (OSCC) cases (child abuse and assault, oral rape, sexual assault, domestic
violence)

6. Maxillofacial trauma in dead body

7. Dental anthropology

8. Comparative dental anatomy

9. Management of Disaster Victim Identification (DVI) operation

10. Court attendance as an expert witness

Scope of Forensic Dentistry (FOD)
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1. Identification of deceased individual(s) through dentition (dental ‘fingerprinting’), either single body or multiple

2. Medicolegal, dental autopsy, and postmortem changes of human body

3. Examination, handling, interpretation and analysis of bitemark injury on any surfaces of the human body

(either alive or dead) or inanimate object

4. Examination, interpretation and analysis of wound healing around and inside the mouth

5. Examination and interpretation of dental postmortem interval (PMI)

6. Sound knowledge of human dental anatomy and its relevant relation to race, ethnicity or geography.

7. Sound knowledge in comparative dental anatomy (human and animal)

8. Assessment of human teeth development in all stages, from intra-uterine up to adult stage, as well as the

degenerative changes of human teeth

9. Recognizing signs of physical or sexual abuse, neglect of child/elderly, as well as in domestic violence, with

the proper examination, handling, interpretation and analysis of the injuries, if present

Core Clinical Competencies of FOD
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10. Assessment and interpretation of craniofacial injuries for legal investigation

11. Assessment and interpretation of soft tissue injuries (the differential diagnosis of the causative agent) for

legal investigation

12. Assessment and evidence management in sexual assault cases

13. Management of dental evidence at the crime scene

14. Multidisciplinary investigation with various forensic counterpart and international and national government

enforcement agencies. e.g., medical forensic, forensic anthropology, forensic scientist, crime scene

investigators etc. in crime scene investigation or disaster victim identification.

15. Examination and management of dentition for DNA Analysis

16. Sound knowledge of legal acts in Malaysia

Core Clinical Competencies of FOD (cont.)
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for FOD

PROCEDURE MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Dental Anthropology Six (6) 

Medicolegal/Medical Jurisprudence/Medical law Six (6) 
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SPECIAL CARE 
DENTISTRY 
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Special Care Dentistry (SCD) is a branch of dentistry concerned with the oral health of patients adversely

affected orally by intellectual/physical disability and medical/psychiatric issues or, more often, a combination

of these factors where such conditions necessitate a modified delivery of oral healthcare for the patient’s

overall well-being.

Special Care DentistrySpecial Care Dentistry
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1. Specialist in SCD provides oral healthcare to individuals with special needs at the age of 16 and above in hospital
settings. In addition, the Specialist in SCD is responsible for providing clinical support for the management of patients
with special needs seen at the community level. Whereby, he/she is involved in patient care, providing guidance and
assistance to the general dental practitioner for the management of such patients.

2. Patients managed by SCD specialists are those classified in the group/category ASA II (unstable), ASA III or ASA IV 2.

3. Not all individuals granted with People with Disabilities (PWD) cards by the Social Welfare Department are eligible to
receive SCD oral healthcare. Care for this category of patients can be provided by dental officer at the primary dental
care setting, especially when these patients are able to access dental services without difficulty and are able to disclose
the details of their problems (without compromised verbal communication, cognitive impairment or behavioural problems
and in the absence of complex medical condition).

4. Referral to the Specialist in SCD is limited to patients with complex problems which may, for example, require treatment
in hospital settings such as general anesthesia and conscious sedation or those with issues of multiple comorbidities
and polypharmacy.

2  Hamzah SZ,  Special needs dentistry (SND) in Malaysia: A way forward. Malays Dent J 2012;34:33-6 

Scope of Special Care Dentistry
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Core Clinical Competencies of SCD

The competencies required are for oral health management and care of patients with special needs.

1. Professionalism

a) Understand the legislation and ethics relevant to dental practice and SCD (e.g. Akta Orang Kurang Upaya 2008,
Mental Health Act 615, Akta Orang Papa 183, Akta Pusat Jagaan, Dasar Warga Tua Negara, Pelan Tindakan
Warga Tua Negara)

b) Understand complex medical and disability issues impacting on the oral health status by having advanced
knowledge in health concept, impairment and disability

c) Show an ability to communicate using the concept of behavioral sciences with patients having varying degrees
of learning disabilities or cognitive impairment in order to understand their oral health problems and needs

d) Organize and deliver the appropriate treatment services in the relevant care setting for individuals (e.g.
domiciliary service)

e) Demonstrate positive attitude towards people with disabilities
f) Develop networking with a wider circle of social and healthcare professionals in relation to the individual’s care

needs (cross-sectoral and inter-agency working, care and advocacy)
g) Evaluate and integrate research outcomes with clinical expertise for evidence-based practice

40The Core Competencies of Dental Specialties in the Ministry of Health Malaysia



2. Clinical Special Care Dentistry

Oral health management of patients with special needs encompasses assessment, diagnosis, treatment or
management options and their consequences, behavioral management strategies and techniques, clinical
prevention, provision of comprehensive operative dentistry and minor oral surgery for:

a) Patients with all forms and degrees of varying complexities of acquired/congenital intellectual and
developmental disabilities which include:
❖ Down’s Syndrome
❖ Autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
❖ Global developmental delay
❖ Syndromic or non-syndromic conditions associated with intellectual and developmental impairment

b) Patients with physical disabilities with significant comorbidity and mortality which include:
❖ Cerebral palsy
❖ Quadriplegia, hemiplegia, paraplegia due to traumatic brain and spinal cord injury, stroke or other medical

conditions

41

Core Clinical Competencies of SCD (cont.)
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2. Clinical Special Care Dentistry (cont.)

c) Patients with complex medical problems and significant co-morbidity and mortality which include:
❖ Haematological disorders
❖ Diseases of the immune system including
❖ Autoimmune diseases, hypersensitivity reactions

and immunologic syndromes
❖ Infectious diseases
❖ Cardiovascular diseases
❖ Respiratory diseases

❖ Gastrointestinal diseases

d) Geriatric patients with significant comorbidity and mortality which include:

❖ Parkinson’s diseases
❖ Alzheimer’s diseases
❖ Dementia
❖ Significant medical conditions

e) Oncology patients with significant comorbidity and mortality especially head and neck oncology which includes:

❖ Pre-radiotherapy/chemotherapy
❖ During radiotherapy/chemotherapy
❖ Post-radiotherapy/chemotherapy 42

Core Clinical Competencies of SCD (cont.)

❖ Liver and biliary tract diseases
❖ Renal diseases
❖ Endocrine and metabolic diseases
❖ Diseases of the peripheral and central 

nervous system (neurological)
❖ Solid organ transplant
❖ Palliative therapy
❖ Malignant diseases
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2. Clinical Special Care Dentistry (cont.)

f) Management of oral manifestations of systemic diseases and medical

therapy together with Oral Pathologist and Oral Medicine (OPOM)

Specialist

g) Management of oral adverse effects of medications/polypharmacy

h) Management of oral pathology lesions and conditions.

i) Behavior guidance for patients with behavioral issues:

❖ Conscious sedation (oral and inhalation sedation)

❖ General anaesthesia (GA)

❖ Communication strategies

❖ Behavior guidance techniques

❖ Clinical holding

43

Core Clinical Competencies of SCD (cont.)
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2. Clinical Special Care Dentistry (cont.)

j) Collaboration with Geriatric Medicine:

❖ Geriatric Multidisciplinary Clinic

❖ Weekly/monthly grand ward round with Geriatric Medicine team

❖ Regular oral health screening for in-patients in Geriatric Ward

❖ Oral health education training for geriatric team including medical

officers and nurses

❖ Establishment of dental treatment room in Geriatric Ward

❖ Provision of seamless geriatric care

44

Core Clinical Competencies of SCD (cont.)
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2. Clinical Special Care Dentistry (cont.)

k) Multidisciplinary management of patients with psychiatric/psychological issues:
❖ Attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD)
❖ Depression
❖ Severe dental anxiety/phobia
❖ Schizophrenia
❖ Mood disorders
❖ Substance abuse
*The examples given above are not an exhaustive list

3. Dental Procedures Provided by Specialists in SCD

Provision of:

❖ Treatment and maintenance of the key dentition to facilitate long-term care
and improve the quality of life

❖ Preventive and routine periodontal treatment
❖ Routine endodontic care
❖ Dental prosthesis
❖ Routine dental extractions
❖ Minor oral surgery (e.g., Surgical extraction of impacted teeth)
❖ Treatment for simple dentoalveolar trauma

45

Core Clinical Competencies of SCD (cont.)
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for SCD

PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Intravenous (IV) Sedation for dental patient ** Nine (9) months of training in conscious sedation

Hypnotherapy 12 months of training in hypnotherapy for dentistry

**Some basic qualification incorporates the training in IV sedation, hence additional training is not required to perform this 
procedure.
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ORTHODONTICS
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Orthodontics

49

▪ Orthodontics is a branch in dentistry involved with the supervision and guidance of growing dentofacial

structures, and ultimately the correction of anomalies in the orofacial region.

▪ This includes conditions that normally require tooth movements, correction of misrelation and

malformations of related structures.

▪ This is usually brought by the adjustments of relationships between teeth and facial bones with the

application of forces and/or the stimulation and redirection of functional forms within the craniofacial

complex.

▪ The aim of orthodontics is to create the best possible occlusal relationship, within the framework of

acceptable facial aesthetics and functional stability.
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1. Diagnosis and treatment plan

2. Simple and complex treatment procedures, as well as mechanics for interceptive treatment, functional

appliances, fixed appliances, partial fixed appliances, removable appliances, anchorage devices,

retention appliances and aligners.

3. Multidisciplinary treatment procedures that requires management of cleft lip and palate cases,

Orthodontic-surgical treatment, Orthodontic-periodontic treatment, Orthodontic-restorative treatment and

Orthodontic-restorative-periodontic treatment.

4. Specific treatment procedures in adult orthodontics, sleep apnoea, craniomandibular dysfunction cases

and temporary skeletal anchorage devices

5. Use of orthodontic indices for research & epidemiological studies e.g., Index of Treatment Need (IOTN)

and Peer Assessment Rating (PAR)

Scope of Orthodontics
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Core Clinical Competencies of Orthodontics

1. Diagnosis and Treatment Plan

a) To diagnose anomalies of dentition, facial structures and functional conditions as

well as detect deviations of development of dentition, facial growth, and

occurrence of functional abnormalities.

a) To formulate treatment plans using records (such as photographs, radiographic

imaging, virtual treatment planning and 3D models, e.g., lateral cephalometry,

orthopantomogram, CBCT and study models), be able to assess the benefits

and risks for each plan and predict the outcome.

2. Be knowledgeable and competent in executing simple and complex 
procedures using the various modalities of treatment such as:

a) Interceptive orthodontics

b) Functional appliance

c) Fixed appliance

d) Partial fixed appliances

51

e) Removable appliances                                  

f) Anchorage devices

g) Retention appliances
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3. Multidisciplinary treatment procedures

a) Management of cleft lip and palate cases

b) Orthodontic-surgical treatment

c) Orthodontic-periodontic treatment

d) Orthodontic-restorative treatment

e) Orthodontic-restorative-periodontic treatment

4. Specific treatment procedures

a) Adult orthodontics

b) Sleep apnea

c) Craniomandibular Dysfunction cases

d) Temporary Skeletal Anchorage Devices (TSAD)

52

Core Clinical Competencies of Orthodontics (cont.)

5. Use of indices in Orthodontics

Use of indices for research & epidemiological

studies e.g.; Index of Treatment Need (IOTN),

Peer Assessment Rating (PAR) and Index of

Treatment Complexity
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for ORTHO

53

PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Orthodontic management of cleft lip and palate 12

Advanced orthognathic surgery 12

Sleep apnea 12
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DENTAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH
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▪ Dental Public Health (DPH) Specialty is defined as the science and art

of preventing and controlling oral diseases and promoting oral health

through organized community efforts.

▪ DPH is oriented towards the health needs of the population rather than

treating the diseases of an individual. However, it also provides

personalized preventive treatment for those at high risk in clinical

settings.

▪ It is concerned with planning, developing, evaluating, and monitoring

policies, strategies, legislation, and regulation of oral health

programs/activities for the population to ensure access to quality,

equitable and affordable oral health care.

▪ It implicates the advocacy for public health based on scientific evidence

by conducting population-based dental studies to answer oral and public

health issues. 55

Dental Public Health (DPH)
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Scope of Dental Public Health

.

1. Health situation monitoring and analysis

• To evaluate trends in oral health problems in specific communities and groups based on socio-demographic

background and predisposition factors.

2. Epidemiological surveillance, disease prevention and control.

• To monitor and evaluate epidemiological factors and trends that affect oral health.

3. Policy development and planning in public health

4. Legislation and enforcement to protect public health

• Involvement in assisting the implementation and enforcement of regulations, standard operating procedures,

guidelines, clinical audit and clinical monitoring.

5. Strategic management in oral health care system and services for population health gain 

• Involvement in clinical governance and strategic management in oral health care services

• Involvement in the development or review of policies, guidelines and action plans at state, national and

international level.
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Scope of Dental Public Health (cont.)

.
6. Oral health promotion, social participation and empowerment

• Involvement in planning and conducting oral health promotion campaigns or activities at various level in increasing 

the capacity and ability of the community in reducing the risk of oral diseases.

7. Human resource development and planning in public health 

• Managing human resource via identification, evaluation and projection of manpower for oral health based on needs, 

demands and supply of dental workforce. 

8. Ensuring quality of oral health care services

• Analyze the shortfalls in quality standards and provide technical recommendations for improvement of service 

quality.

9. Research and development towards innovative public health solutions

• Engage in oral health research studies and disseminate the results of the study through various channels such as 

report writing, presentation at technical meetings, seminars, conferences and publication.
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Core Competencies of DPH
1. Needs assessment and surveillance of population’s health and well-being

a) Assess and report on oral health status, needs and demands of population and services

b) Identify, profile, and monitor the determinants of oral health

c) Provide oral health surveillance on the oral health and well-being of populations, including expertise in clinical oral
epidemiology

d) Monitor and profile oral health status of populations and determine inequalities between and within the population

e) Determine and investigate health hazards or threats in surrounding environment

f) Prepare and participate actively in crisis preparedness

58

2. Planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of public oral health programs and services

a) Assess the need for programs or initiatives

b) Establish goals and set the priorities

c) Prioritize options for improving population’s oral health and oral health care interventions

d) Incorporate evidence-based practice into public oral health programs

e) Monitor and evaluate the impact of programs on population health

f) Provide guidance and consultation on the impact of activities and policy

g) Develop plans for programs sustainability
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Core Competencies of DPH (cont.)

3. Promotion and protection of population oral health and well-being

a) Plan, monitor and evaluate oral health promotion strategies to improve the oral health

and well-being of the population

b) Ensure safe practice during dental treatments/ activities to protect health of the

population

c) Manage dental procedures and materials which may put public’s health at risk by

providing relevant information to the population (informed decision)

d) Advocate for enforcement of public health laws, regulations and policies that protect

health and ensure safety

4. Inculcation of quality improvement initiatives as a culture to maintain and improve

standards for oral health based on research evidence

a) Develop and apply standards, guidelines and protocols to improve oral health

b) Set targets and performance indicators to improve oral health care deliveries

c) Audit and evaluate oral health care services to improve quality

d) Change in practice, based on evidence from audits and evaluations
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5. Management, analysis and interpretation of data, information, knowledge and statistics using Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)

a) Develop skills in using ICT to analyze and interpret oral health data

b) Apply ICT to manage oral health data to provide evidence for oral health policy and implementation.

c) Establish multiagency collaboration/partnership in developing digital dentistry

Core Competencies of DPH (cont.)
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6. Policy and strategy development and interpretation

a) Formulate short and long term strategic planning in oral health policies for the population

b) Involve the public and communities as active partners in policy development, implementation
and service provision

c) Shape and influence the development of oral health and oral healthcare policies and
strategies

d) Implement strategies for putting oral health and oral healthcare policies into place

7. Community empowerment for improvement of oral health and reduction of inequalities

a) Involve communities in improving their own oral health and wellbeing, and develop their own
capacities

b) Mediate and advocate oral health of the population through legislation and regulations



Core Competencies of DPH (cont.)
8. Strategic leadership for oral health and well-being across all sectors

a) Promote oral health improvement and reducing inequalities as a key value
b) Develop and maintain multisectoral collaboration to improve oral health
c) Lead teams and individuals who share common interest in improving oral health

status
d) Lead collaborations on oral and public health issues as follow but not limited to:

❖ Build intra and interprofessional coalitions to improve health;
❖ Apply organizational development strategies to establish, motivate and support

multi-disciplinary teams;
❖ Lead teams of diverse coalition partners to create a shared vision to achieve

specific objectives;
❖ Facilitate goal setting by coalitions, community partners and other colleagues;
❖ Provide mediation, negotiation, and conflict management for coalitions and other

community initiatives;
❖ Conduct productive meetings among community partners and other

collaborators;
❖ Implement program evaluation to analyze coalition performance; and
❖ Conduct capacity-building activities for public programs, stakeholders and other

community-based programs.
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Core Competencies of DPH (cont.)

9. Ethical management of self, resources and practice

a) Use ethical decision-making to guide judgement and management of self,
people, teams and resources

b) Ensure the core ethical values of public health are consistently and uniformly
implemented within programs

c) Incorporate different approaches that respect diverse values, beliefs, and
cultures in the community

d) Develop and evaluate public health policies, programs, and priorities through
processes that ensure an opportunity for input from diverse communities

10. Research and development

a) Design and conduct appropriate research to oral and public health issues /
concerns

b) Conduct appraisal of evidence-based dentistry in oral health research
c) Use secondary data and extensive electronic information to evaluate oral

health activities, and outcomes of delivery systems
d) Provide research results to the relevant stakeholders
e) Formulate and disseminate conclusion and recommendation.
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Core Competencies of DPH (cont.)

11. Continuing professional development

a) Improve standards of dental public health practice by promoting quality training
and education

b) Engage and collaborate with relevant regulatory authorities on matters related to
specialist training and professional development

c) Develop personal knowledge and expertise continuously
d) Impart knowledge to other health care workers for professional and personal

development

12. Clinical prevention in oral healthcare

a) Demonstrate competence in clinical oral health prevention procedures
b) Provide counselling, personalized preventive treatment planning and clinical

support through “Family Wellness Concept”
c) Participate effectively in multidisciplinary team for clinical management of high-

risk patients.
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SUBSPECIALTY MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Oral Health Service Management
• Oral Health Policy and Planning
• Oral Health Informatics
• Oral Health Economics and Financing

36

Community Oral Health
• Social Sciences in Oral Health
• Health Promotion for Oral Disease Prevention
• Gerodontology

36

Oral Health Epidemiology
• Epidemiology of Oral Diseases
• Advanced Biostatistics

36
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PERIODONTICS
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▪ Periodontology is the specialty of dentistry that studies the specialized system

of hard and soft tissue apparatus i.e., the periodontium that supports the teeth

and maintains their position in the jaws.

▪ The specialty of periodontics service includes prevention and treatment of

periodontal diseases and conditions, implants and peri-implant diseases and

conditions, other general dental treatment or procedures and full mouth

rehabilitation.

Periodontics
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Scope of Periodontics

1. Diagnosis and treatment plan

2. Initial Cause Related Therapy (ICRT)/non-surgical 
periodontal therapy

3. Surgical periodontal therapy

4. Supportive periodontal therapy

5. Rehabilitation; Dental implant placement

6. Dental implant treatment and peri-implant diseases and 
condition management

7. Multidisciplinary management

8. Management of medically compromised periodontal patients

9. Periodontal therapy with special device
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Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics

68

1. Diagnosis & treatment plan

a) The specialist should be able to detect and diagnose the periodontal and peri-implant diseases and
conditions. This aspect of core competency will include all the necessary steps in coming up with a
diagnosis such as history taking, clinical examination and investigations.

b) Treatment planning must be done with the patients/guardians involved. It must take into
consideration the facilities available, the skill of the operator, the financial status of the clients and the
regulation and protocol of the clinic.

2. Initial cause-related therapy/non-surgical periodontal therapy

Non-surgical therapy remains as the cornerstone of periodontal treatment. Treatment for periodontal
diseases include preliminary non-surgical therapy to control the infection and inflammation such as
scaling, root surface debridement and/ or chemotherapeutics where necessary and are cause-related
based.

The Core Competencies of Dental Specialties in the Ministry of Health Malaysia



Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics (cont.)

69

This phase of treatment will include:

a) Counseling
• Oral hygiene education (OHE) and customized oral hygiene instruction (COHI)
• Other risk factors identification and behavioral intervention

b) Scaling
c) Root surface debridement
d) Antimicrobial adjunctive therapy to scaling and root surface debridement (SRD):

• Local delivery
• Oral administration of systemic antimicrobial

e) Occlusal adjustment via selective grinding and splinting
f) Incision and drainage of periodontal abscess
g) Atraumatic extraction for alveolar ridge preservation
h) Splinting of mobile teeth
i) Modification of tooth morphology
j) Removal of plaque retentive factors

Frequent re-evaluation and careful monitoring allows the practitioner the opportunity to intervene early in
the disease state, to reverse or arrest the progression of periodontal disease with meticulous
non-surgical therapy.
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Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics

70

3. Surgical Therapy

Some patients may need further treatment depending on

the severity of the disease. Management of soft tissue

and osseous defects are the most frequent procedures

indicated in Periodontal surgical therapy. These may

include cases indicated for resective and regenerative soft

tissue surgery and resective or regenerative/

reconstructive osseous components to repair

consequence of periodontal diseases destruction such as

flap surgery to eliminate periodontal pockets, and

regeneration/reconstructions of mucogingival and hard

tissue.

a) Advanced procedures

i. Open flap debridement/ access flap/exploratory
ii. Osseous defect management (periodontitis)

• Resective flap surgery

• Osteoplasty/ ostectomy

• Furcation-related osseous defect  management 

(tunneling/ hemi-section/ root resection)

• Regenerative/Reconstructive Surgery (including furcation-

related osseous management)                                         

• Bone substitute; All type (e.g., 

Autogenous/synthetic/bovine derivatives and allograft)

• Guided tissue Regeneration (GTR)

• Combine procedures (e.g.: GTR and bone substitute/ 
biomolecule)

• Active biomolecule (e.g.: Emdogain, growth factors)
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3. Surgical Therapy (cont.)

b) Mucogingival/Periodontal Plastic 
Surgery

• Gingivectomy
• Crown lengthening
• Root coverage
• Soft tissue ridge augmentation
• Frenotomy/frenectomy

c) Alveolar ridge management
• Alveolar Ridge Preservation (ARP)
• Guided Bone Regeneration (GBR)
• Ridge augmentation
• Ridge expansion

d) Dental implant  placement
• Single unit 
• Multiple unit with/without  

restorative rehabilitation

Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics
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e) Periodontal therapy with special 
device

• Light amplification by the 
stimulated emission of radiation 
(LASER)

• Piezosurgery® 
• Photodynamic Therapy (PDT)
• Blood phase separator device 

PRF/CGF machine
• Advance electrocautery

f) Investigating procedures
• Biopsy

g) Multidisciplinary case management
• Perio-Oral Maxillofacial/ Oral 

Pathology and Oral Medicine/ 
Special Care

• Perio-Restorative/ Prosthodontics/ 
Endodontics

• Perio-Orthodontics
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4. Supportive therapy

a) Maintenance therapy is a vital component

that determine the long-term success of

periodontal therapy.

b) It is important to detect recurrence or

relapse of disease and to re-motivate the

patient in home-care procedures. As the

treatment of periodontal disease depends

largely on patient compliance.

c) Continuous assessment is needed in

identifying the stability of risk factors or

emergence of new risk factors such as

Diabetes Mellitus and smoking.

Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics
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5. Management of implant cases, implant condition and
diseases and maintenance of implant health

The dental implant management will include:

• Implant consultation and treatment plan (with/without

collaboration with other specialists i.e.: restorative)

• Clinical / radiographic assessment and investigation

• Soft and hard tissue augmentation prior to implant

placement

• Post implant placement stages / procedures (with/without

collaboration with other specialists i.e.: restorative)

• Non-surgical and surgical management of peri-implant

diseases and conditions

• Non-surgical and surgical management of dental implant

complications and superstructures related to peri-implantitis

• Cumulative Interceptive Implant Supportive Therapy (CIIST)
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6. Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation encompasses treatment such as dental implants and construction of
suprastructures.

7. Multidisciplinary management

Joint Specialist Clinics are conducted in states where Periodontists work with other 
specialists from various departments, dental and/or medical (i.e., Oral Surgeons 
Orthodontists, Specialist in Restorative Dentistry, Paediatric Dental Surgeons, 
Plastic Surgeons, Otorhinolaryngology Specialist, Speech Pathologists) in providing 
treatment for patients requiring joint management from different field of specialties.

8. Management of periodontal-involved-medically compromised patients

Periodontal patients often have a multitude of other medical problems such as 
hypertension, diabetes, ischemic heart disease, congenital heart disease, 
respiratory problems, blood dyscrasias i.e., leukemia, hemophilia and others. In 
these conditions, the periodontist should be able to work in tandem with the patient’s 
medical care-giver (physician etc.) to impart best possible and safe treatment for the 
patient.

Core Clinical Competencies of Periodontics
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional 
Training by Periodontics 
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PROCEDURE MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Reconstruction of peri-implantitis defect 3

Sinus lift  and repair procedures 3

Oral sedation procedures 6
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RESTORATIVE 
DENTISTRY
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▪ Restorative Dentistry (RDEN) involves the restoration of functions to ensure a healthy and pain-free

dentition for patients with complex problems. Patients who come under the restorative dental care include

those who are 16 years and above with special or complex clinical needs referred by the dental officers or

specialists, and those with specific needs, with congenital or acquired facial defects, medical problems or

learning difficulties, which cause implications for their care.

▪ The scope of offered services encompasses advanced conservative procedures, complex endodontics,

fixed and removable prosthodontics, together with dental implant treatments. Removable prosthodontics is

concerned with replacing the teeth and soft tissues with dentures, obturators or maxillofacial prosthesis.

Fixed prosthodontics involves the replacement of missing teeth with permanently cemented prostheses

such as crowns, bridges, inlays, on lays and veneers.

▪ The aim of providing restorative dental treatment is to restore dental health, structure and function by the

provision of functioning teeth and replacement of missing teeth and their accompanying tissues. Occlusion,

speech and aesthetic values are all taken into consideration to achieve good quality of life following the

treatments.

Restorative Dentistry (RDEN)
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1. Diagnosis and treatment planning

2. Advanced conservative procedures/operative 
dentistry

3. Endodontics

4. Prosthodontics: Fixed, removable and 
maxillofacial 

5. Periodontics

6. Multidisciplinary

Scope of Restorative Dentistry (RDEN)
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1. Diagnosis and treatment planning
❖ Assessment and examination to achieve diagnosis and formulate

comprehensive treatment plan

2. Advanced Conservative
❖ Minimal intervention dentistry
❖ Bleaching for discolored endodontically-treated teeth and vital teeth
❖ Management od TMJ Pain Dysfunction with Occlusal Interferences

(occlusal adjustment/splint therapy)

3. Endodontics
❖ Molar/premolar
❖ Non-surgical retreatment
❖ Management of complicated/problem cases (such as perforation,

separated instrument, internal resorption, calcified canals, open apex
cracked or fractured root, C-shaped canals and other complex root
canal anatomy,)

❖ Post and core
❖ Surgical Endodontics
❖ Regenerative Endodontic
❖ Current concept in vital pulp therapy of permanent teeth

Core Clinical Competencies of RDEN

78The Core Competencies of Dental Specialties in the Ministry of Health Malaysia



Core Clinical Competencies of RDEN
4. Prosthodontics

a) General prosthodontics
o Restorative concepts of occlusion
o Management of failure in prosthesis
o Shortened dental arch
o Full mouth rehabilitation

b) Fixed Prosthodontics
Provision of all types of fixed dental prosthesis for complex cases
o Indirect intracoronal restoration (includes inlay, inlay with cuspal

coverage, onlays - metal, ceramic, composite or fiber-reinforced
composite)

o Veneers (composite/porcelain)
o Crown (metal: three-quarter or full, porcelain-fused-to-metal, all

ceramic)
o Bridge (conventional, adhesive/resin-retained)

c) Removable Prosthodontics
Provision of all types of complex removable dental prosthesis
o Partial dentures (sectional/cobalt-chrome/flexible denture)
o Complete dentures (complex cases with resorbed ridge and history of

2 failed dentures within current year)
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Core Clinical Competencies

4. Prosthodontics (cont.)

d) Implant
o treatment planning
o placement
o implant supported prosthesis

e) Maxillofacial Prosthodontics
o Rehabilitation of orofacial defect patients (congenitally or acquired from post

cancer or trauma) with or without disordered occlusions (combined and
intercept with other disciplines in treatment planning and management)

o Provision of obturators and other maxillofacial prosthesis (e.g. eyes, nose)

5. Periodontology

o Basic Periodontal Examination (BPE) and charting
o Perio-Restorative inter-relationship and management (e.g. endo-perio lesion,

crown lengthening, pre-prosthodontic ridge management)

6. Multidisciplinary treatment procedure with other disciplines
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Special Procedures Requiring Additional Training for RDEN (cont.)
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PROCEDURES MINIMUM DURATION OF TRAINING (MONTHS)

Microsurgical Endodontics
Nine (9) months training in Microsurgical Endodontics 

and three (3) months training in Micro Endodontics

Maxillofacial Prosthodontics Nine (9)

Full mouth rehabilitation (Management of severe tooth 
surface loss cases)

Nine (9)

Management of Hypodontia– Restorative Orthodontic 
Interface (Excellence in Hypodontia)

Nine (9)

Sports Dentistry Nine (9)

Clinical use of artificial intelligence (AI) in Restorative 
Dentistry

Three (3)

Bio functional prosthetic system 
• [Suction Effective Mandibular Complete Denture 

(SEMCD) technique]
Three (3) 

Restorative-Orthodontic interface Three (3)
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Other Competencies

82

 TRAINING

 RESEARCH

 CLINICAL GOVERNANCE



The dental specialist is required to undertake training activities, as follows:

1. Lecture, tutorials and other Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Activities

2. Conduct assessment of NDO/ Trainee Dental Officer/ Specialist Undergoing Gazettement

3. Facilitator in supervising Dental Specialist in other training activities

TRAINING
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The Dental Specialist is required to undertake the following research activities:

1. Conduct research

2. Collaborate in research projects

3. Present scientific papers

4. Publish articles in scientific journals

5. Supervise and facilitate research projects of personnel

RESEARCH
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The Dental Specialist is required to have knowledge and be able to manage the following:

1. The current departmental and inter-departmental policies, protocols and programme

2. Financial Management

3. Human Resource Management

4. Asset Management

5. Health Information Management System (HIMS)

6. Establishment of a Dental Specialist Clinic

CLINICAL GOVERNANCE
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 Clinical core competencies are based on the fundamental principles of

ensuring quality and safe practice of specialist care with the utilization

of appropriate technology for the benefit of the population in need

 Other competencies of Dental Specialist are training, research and

governance in dental practice

CONCLUSIONS
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